TORRANCE NEEDS
MEN OF VISION

(An Editorial)

Challenges which tax the imagination of the most ambitious
community builders have been hurled at the citizens of Torrance
during the past few weeks. %

I'orrance needs men of vision to answer them. /

Bluntly speaking, these challenges. may be summed up in a
short question:

“Is Torrance ready to grow into its long pants?”

For the benefit of those newcomers who have come to Tor-

I rance and view it “small town,” here is a quick review

which proves that Torrance is anything but a small town—except
| in lack of vision and in the shortsightedness which guides the
acts of some of its civic leaders:

. Torrance, .in total area, is the fourth largest incor-
porated city in- Los Angeles county, exceeded only by
Los Angeles, Long Beach and Pasadena. Saoty

Torrance, in per capita wealth, is the third vealthi-
est city in California.

Torrance, i assessed waluation, is the tenth richest
comnunity’in Los Angeles county.

Torrance, with more than_ 50 lusic industries of
prewar and postwar operation, has a factory payroll that
mare than doubles the population of the community.

Torrance, within its city limits, has room for a pop-
wlation of 500,000 persons. 2

Torrance has long pants, but she actually is in dia-
pers. v
Private defense housing projects virtually are bursting T'or-

rance’s north border, but they do not cross the line.
" The reason? According to construction contractors,

—Lack of cooperation in one city office.

Government defense housing has almost completely ignored
this city of tremendous .factory payrolls, acutely short of dwelling
units, . o .

- Tlie reason? Lack of vision in one city office.

Recently, before,a joint meeting of ecity councilmen, city
planners and Chamber of Commerce officials, the question of
industrial expansion came” up, involving ‘two present and one
proposed factory, and the officials pondered over the problem of
{.whether or not "Torrance is to be an industrial city or a residen-

as a

tial city.
% Our present mayor, Bill Tolson, and a former mayor, Tom
> McGuire, came forward with the answer: “Torrance is an in-

dustrial city with plenty of room for residential expansiol

This viewpoint soon is to be put to test, as the vision

of Towrance's official family is put to test,
Now comes a third former mayor, William Stanger, manager
of Torrance Municipal Water district No. 1, who has plans for
postwar development of his district in keeping with the fine work
he has done in the past, and he asks a question:

“How are you going to expand without ‘water? Water for
domestic dse, water for industries,”

!!nldl_\*, and without reserve, he has declared that Torrance
Municipal Water district No. 1 cannot expand, cannot annex
territory, and’ cannot distribute outside -its present - boundari
He cannot even sell the water from the Metropolitan Water dis
trict, for which all. the people of Torrance are paying at a rate
of 48 cents per $100 assessed valuation,

Seven private water companies serve portions of Torrance,
but large areas are unserved. Z'hey cannot be developed without
water,

V.

Ambitious: planning is-the demand.” .
For Torrance people outside Municipal Water district No. 1
to get the use of the Colorado River water for which they are
4 taxed they must form a separate municipal water district or dis-
tricts,
For the people of Walteria to acquire the Quandt water
system they must form, a.municipal water district.
Ior the people of North Torrance to solve their own water
. problems, they must form. a municipal water district or bring
:1Ihnu( lthc expansion of a private system, which-is difficult in
these day & i

Vision is needed,
Major George W, Braden of P
round and recreation authority, him
ccently told ‘T'orrarice that her recreation
ties are sorely inadequate.

lena, - nationally known
If a community builder,
and playground facili-
a He said Torrance should be thinking
ten years ahead in this respect; that now it -should have a big
25-acre park for a community recreation center; that it should
have adequate school playgrounds, gymnasiums, tennis courts and
fucrhu_cs; that it should have recreation centers for young and
old alike; th;lt if Torrance ever wants a municipal golf course,
the time to select a 100-acre site for it when the land is
vailable; that its civic auditorium is limited to social affairs,
dmncrﬁ, dances, in use, and is not suitable for a recreation ccntcly'
otherwise, ;
Ambitious planning 15 required.
S5 group of Torrance citizens has undertaken the fight to
secure for Torrance all of the money which is raised by Torrance
on behalf of Torrance children, a fight to secure for Torrance
1|<'mvr'|‘.~clwuls.' They want to use the $300,000 or so a year
l ‘ which “Torrance is giving to Los Angeles on a golden platter to

A

L expand lhg local schools, to give children of one of the wealthiest
& ::::& ulf California the educational advantages to which they are
i P! ed, . 1
I'hey see no reason why Los Angeles should continue to
operate 'lhe schools of Torrance, particularly in view of the fact
_that their purpose in wanting to keep Torrance inside Ios 1\11"e-
les city schools is purely one of greed and polincs‘v o ‘L'
‘They envision for “I'orrance the finest school system in the

w with- every educational advantagi r the children o or-
) I 1 al g tage
ge for the ¢hild fl

Here is progress. A city
thumb of a large neighbor.,
Lorrance cannot expand without transportation,
) bus lines should be planned now

e's large area, .
. Why not bring the “people of Hollywood Riviera section of
Lprrgmcc to this central business dis ict, instead of having them
buy in Redondo Beach and other cities ? 3
Why not take the people of Torrance to their beach ?
e Why not bring the people of North Torrance to this central
usiness district, instead of haying them buy in Gardena, Haw-
thorne or other cities?
Here, vision and pioneering are required.
i . Torrance cannot expand without streets and highways sery-
ing its wide expanse of territory, .
i Major hlgh\\':lya”\vhich.s.umc day will become city streets
must be planned now, Provision for neighborhood business dis-
tricts throughout this wide area must be made now.

cannot progress under the

and the city
to serve every corner of Tor-

| Progress should be the keynote, A helping hand, not hinder-
ance, should be extended in city offices, to those wishing to
progress,

Men of vision are needed in Torrance, men who can
sit in the city hall and see the boundary at the bluffs of
Hollywood Riviera; men who can see the boundary of
Torrance at Redondo Beach blud.; men who can encour-
age the growth of this community to its fullest to fill
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Two Walteria
Civic Leaders
Taken by Death

Two leading Walteria citizens,
Hubert (Hugh) B. Dunn, 41,
grocer, and Roy K. Palmer, 56,
custodian of Torrance municipal
buildings, died at their homes
during the weekend, both unex-
pectedly from " apparent heart
ailments. Dunn succumbed
shortly before midnight Satur-
day and Pnlmer; Stinday morn-
ing. il

Dunn, a native of Texas, had
been in California for 20 years
after having sailed on merchant
ships to 'Central America.
was for nearly 15 years identi-
fied with oil drilling operations
at Taft and McKittrick. He la-
ter -operated a marine food sup-
ply store on Terminal Island,
coming to Walteria three years
ago after the island was taken
over by the Navy.

Vice president of the Walteria
civic organization, member of the
Torrance Civil Service Commis-
sion and owner-manager of.the
Torrance - Girls - Softball team,
Dunn led a busy life, He re-
cently left his store for a brief
period to work in the local oil
field, explaining he felt the need
of a change from store routine.
The family resided at 3618 New-
ton st.

Surviving Dunn are the wid-
ow, Zula B, whom he married in
Texas; son Hughes, merchant
seaman; daughter Wanda, a
student at Narbonne high
school; +mother, 'Mrs. Emma
Dunn and brothers Charles, John
and Barney at Nampa, Idaho;
brother Jess, with a construct.
fon firm in Africa; brether D.
Dunn, Washington state; sisters
Mrs. Essie Brady of Long Beach
and Mrs, Emma Robinson of
Idaho. s
. Funeral services for Mr. Dunn
will be conducted today, Thurs-
day, at 2 p. m,, in Stone & My-

(Continued on Page 3-A)

Social Hall for
Pueblo Church
Authorized

A new church social hall for

the: Pueblo district, being con-
structed by the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles for the St. Joseph's
Catholic church  of which the
Rey, Father Wood, is pastor, at
2314 208rd st., has been au-
thorized,
“ A $5000 permit for the%struc.
ture has been issued by the city
bullding department. The social
Hall "will be located on lots 64
and 65 of tract 9901, adjacent
to the lots purchased by the city
for recreation purposes at Tues-
day night's council meeting,

Among other building permits
issued during the past week are
three oil dervick authorizations,
including:

Hilo Oil Co., 4510 Sepulveda
blvd,, $5,000.

Wonderly Construction
for Wood-Callahan, at
Huntington st,, $5000.

Wonderly Construction Co,,
for Wood-Callahan, at 5237
Huntington st., $5000,

Other permits include:

A. P. Wright, 3300 Lomita
blvd,, remodeling, $400.

M. J. Edwards,- 2208 Andreo
ave,, garage, $400, .

Mathew Valko, 1219 Fern ave,,
garage, $400. -

Geo, M., Winchester, 18101
Prairie ave, alterations and ad-
dition,” $435.

Robert E, Dawson, 2212 An:
dreo ave, garage, $400.

Torrance Lumber Co.,
Border ave,, platform, $150,

E. M. Sidebotham, 1820 Ar-
lington ave., foundation, $100.

Recreation and
Sewers Seen for

Co,
5401

1752

Pueblo District

Improvements In the Pueblo
district were advanced at the
City Council meeting of Tues-
day night when the council
adopted resolution 1702  call-
ing for establishment of an as.
sessment district to provide
for sewers, as asked by resl

ents.
. Advice of the county sanl
tation district was asked at
the same time on the subject,
at the request of Mayor W, H.
Tol A

In another movement toward
improvement there, the city |
ordered City Clerk A. H. Bart.
lett to purchase lots 62 and
68, tract 9601, 208rd st., for

to its boundaries this vast area with homes, factories and
stores, y

recreation purposes, at $150
each,

He| |

Tolson, Mrs.

ey

Wheeler, - recreation 'commissioner, - Dal
i %

TORRANCE RECREATION FACILITIES LACKING . . . Major G. W. Braden )
recreation and playground official, has given Tomance thousands of dollars worth of advice for
the mere $200 paid him for a survey of Torrance recreation facilities, in the opinion of officials.
Torrance needs more recreation. for young and old alike, he said. At a muhr.rg h:ld' at his re-
quest last Friday, city officials and civic leaders discussed local problems with Major Braden.
Snapped just prior to the meeting are, front row, left to right, Major Braden, Mayor W. H.

bert,

—Torrance Herald photo
nationally prominent

L. F. Watson, recreation commissioner; rear row, left ‘to right, the Rev. Paul M
e Riley, recreation superintendent: Councilman Merton Gil--
and George Thatcher, recreation commissioner.

Ration Board to
Assess Fines to
Local Violators

No longer will merchants
under the jurisdiction of the
War Price and Ration Board
82.5.62, located at 2300 Carson
st., escape with “warnings,”
upon complaint that they have
committed ration point or
ceiling price violations.

This was the word handed
down by the price panel of the
local ration board this week.
The area served includes all of
Torrance and Lomita, and fines
are to be assessed in event of
violations of either of the reg-
ulations, it was announced,

The local board has been “too
easy” with merchants, it was
said in the announcement, but
that is a thing of the past.

Fred C. MacPherson, field rep-
resentative of the Office of
Price Administration district of-
fice in ‘Los Angeles, will sit on
cases of violation of ration reg-
ulations ‘ or price  ceilings each
Friday at 1 p.m. at the local
board’s office.

For charging « more ration
points . than that set by the
OPA, or for charging above
ceiling prices, the minimum fine
will be $25, it was said, if the
merchant accused is brought in
on a notice from the local
board. ' The fine will be a mini-
mum of $50 or, three times the
over ' charge, if +the case is
turned over to ‘the board for fil-
ing by a consumer,

Complaints originate from sur-
veys by the price panel and as-
sistants, by agents sent out by
OPA from the consumers them-
selves, ¢

Members of the price panel of
the local board are Mrs. J. R.
Vandegrift, chairman, of Tor-
rance; James Caldwell, of Lo-
mita; Mrs, Earl E. Carston, of
Torrance; Mrs, Hermina Alcala,
of Torrance, and Mrs, Charles
B. Airey, of Lomita.

Two Killed and
Two Wounded on
Battlefields

Reports of four Torrance and
Lomita district men killed in ac-
tion or wounded on battlefronts
of the world have saddened the
communities.

Reported killed in action are
Pvt. Charles W, Works, son of
Mrs. Pearl Works, 21008 So.
Western ave, Torrance, and
Pfc. Jess B, Taylor, son of Mrs.
Olive Taylor, of 1717 261st st,
Harbor City.

Wounded include T/Sgt. Elven
H. Saxberg, of Torrance, and
Robert K. Marquard, seaman
1/¢, son of Mr, and Mrs, A. C.
Marquard, of Lomita, and hus-
band of Barbara Marquard, of
Los Angeles,

WATER RATES
Water rate reductions suggest-
ed to the City Council by Man-
ager Willlam Stanger almost
eight months ago finally were
adopted by the City Council
Tuesday night, when resolution

No, 1701 was passed,

TORRANGE RECREATION SETUP
FAR FROM ADEQUATE; SCHOOL
AND CITY PROGRAM IS URGED

Torrance does’ not dream its dreams big enough, nor are
its horizons broad enough, Major George W. Braden, western

A

ive of the

serving

r
the 11 western states, told a gathering of civic and school lead-
ers called in Torrance City Hall last Friday to discuss his sur-

Parents’ Meeting
Set for Tuesday
Is Postponed

Torrance Parents’ Asbocla-
tion meeting, originally sched-
uled for. next Tuesday night
at 7:45 o’clock, has been post-
poned due to the fact that
certain legal steps in connec-
tion with the program to
bring about withdrawal of
Torrance _schools from Los
Angeles city schools will not
have been completed at that
time, according to Mrs, Eve-
lyn Carr, chairman,

The assoclation’s program
has been gaining the ki

¥vey of the recreation needs of,
Torrance made at the direction
of the Torrance city council,
~ For the sum of $200, city offi-
cials pointed out, Major Braden
has brought to the city of Tor-
rance information and advice
worth many thousands of dol-
lars. His official survey will be
received in ,about 10 days, it
was' indicated, as it now is in
the process of final preparation.

Major Braden's meeting with
Torrance leaders was called at
his request to discuss some of
the broader phases of recrea-
tion. In the course of the meet-
ing he declared that the recrea.
tion needs of a city of Tor-
rance's size is' one acre per 100
population,

Including the schools’.recrea-
tion facilities, which he said are

of more and more local resi-
dents and parents of children
in the schools who .seek to
nave the full benefit of every"
dollar ‘'which is.raised 'by or
on behalf of Torrance for the
schools. At present, nearly 50
cents of each - dollar thus
ralsed is retained by Los An-
geles, and Torrance schools’
and children suffer from lack
of the educational facilities
and privileges which could be
procured if Torrance was op-
erating Torrance schools.

The date and time of the.
meeting will be announced as
soon as the legal phases of
the program are ready for
general discussion, Mrs, Carr
said.

far from Torrance has
less-than one acre per 200 popu-
lation set aside for recreation
purposes. :

He declared that the Torrance
high school. gymnasium, which
is- shared 'both by girls and
boys alike because of the fail-
ure of Los Angeles schoels to
provide proper facilities for Tor-
rance, is entirely inadequate,
and that Torrance does not

"have one-tenth the highly de-

veloped recreational program
that is needed. He ‘said the high
school should be provided with
a swimming pool for various in-
structional purposes,

While the schools provide only
two tennis courts, partly avail-
able for use of the community
as a whole, there should be a

(C on Page 4)

Red Cross Blood Bank

DON'T LET THE GOOD
NEWS SLOW YOU DOWN!

Victories and successes also
mean wounded and casualties.
The Blood Bank needs your
blood MORE when we're win.
ning battles than when we're
planning them,

The price of winning Is pald
in killed and wounded.

Most of the wounded need
Just what your blood and mine

—and the blood of your
friends and nelghbors—will
provide,

Blood, to save a wounded
man, Is a supremely Impor-
tant war necessity. The “Gift
of Blood” is one of the finest

C.1.0.-U.S. Steel
Negotiations
Are Resumed

Negotiations between steel
producing subsidiaries of the
United States Steel Corporation
and the ' Steelworkers’ Union
(C10.) have been resumed, it
has been announced by John A.
Stephens, vice president of the
United States Steel Corporation
of Delaware, :

On Dec. 14, the collective bar-
gaining conference between the
subsidiaries and the union was

in this war,

Won't you phone the Red
Cross Bank—the num-
ber Is Torrance 1524—and
make an appolntment NOW to
glve your blood to SAVE A
FIGHTING MAN'S LIFE!

Next Blood Bank day In
Torrance Is Wednesday, Jan.
17, 840 a, m. to 12:40 p. m.

DRUNK DRIVING
Convicted of charges of driv-
ing while Intoxicated K. R,
Sandgren and W. T. Kleinhens
each were fined $100 by City
Judge Otto B, Willett recently.

T of union in-
sistence that certain sections of
the War Labor Board's order,
not then effective, be incorpo-
rated In a labor contract,

Alhe whole order is now effect-
ive, the economic stabilization
director having notified the
WLB last Saturday that the
“wage Increases required by the
board's directiveg order in the
steel case may become effec.
tive” Mpr, Stephens said the
steel producing subsidiaries of
the United States Steel Corpora-
tion will make every effort to

ment with the unlon,

BIG WATER PROGRAM PLANNED
BY STANGER; BUILDINGS FOR
DISTRICT. ARE IN PROJECT

Plans for Impr n and e: fon of the service of
Torrance Municipnl Water Diktrict No. 1, to include a postwar.
program and possible immediate bullding of a new shop struc-
ture, are ready for presentation to'the City. Councll, according
to William Stanger, manager of the water department. In-
¥cluded in the plans are improve-

' kept up both pressure and

expedite conclusion of an agree-|two way radio and a siren for

Colorado River
Water Pressed
Into Use Here

The value of the Colorado
river water to Torrance,
brought *here by the Metropol-
itan Water District, was proved
recently when a eucalyptus
tree damaged a 10-inch Tor-
rance Municipal . Water Dis-
trict No, 1 line on Torrance
blvd.,, and caused water to be
discharged from the local
reservoir at a rate of 5,500
gallons per minute, _

Residents of Torrance did
not’ know there was any trou-
ble, Willlam Stanger, water
department manager, sald, be-
cause the automatic valves at
Crenshaw boulevard ‘and 203rd
Street, nine feet under the
ground, immediately cut in
the Colorado river water
through a 16 inch line, and

supply.

“If it had tiot been for the
metropolitan water, we would
have had somé worried people
in Torrance,” Stanger said.

‘Warehouses’ In
Business Area
Charge Refuted

The practice of some Torrance
business houses in leasing or
renting stores, “placing a couple,|
of sticks of furniture in them
and locking them up' was hit at
the City Council meeting on
Tuesday night by James Eyans,
local gift shop operator, Soon,
to move from his present loca-|
tion because the  building, ip
which his store is located has
been sold. -

ments in facifities to better
serve the residencés and indus-
tries in the district by elimi-
nation of dead ends, by estab-
lishment of emergency by-pass-
es, and by enlarging the lines.

One, of the projects, on which
plans have been prepared and
priority secured Stanger said, is
the construction of a work shop
building in the rear of the
water department office at 1510
Cravens ave, It is proposed that
a .30 by 40-fogt building be con-
structed there to replace the old
sheetmetal building now used.
The funds are on hand for this
building, - estimated to cost
$§200.

In the new building, plans for
which were prepared by A. R.
Walker, ‘will be ‘an adequate
work ‘area, a vault, sanitary

(Continued on_ Page 3-A)

Grown Bus
Contract Gut
To Four Units

Torrance has cut the contract
with Crown Body and Coach Co,,
to four new buses, three having
been received and paid for, and
the other two not being neces-
sary, according to C. Z. Ward,
manager of the bus department.
. The contract was ‘cut back
from six to four by City At-
torney J, E. McCall, acting on
the instructions of the City
Council.

A suggestion of . the Crown -
works that Hall-Scott mechani-
cal driver engine governors to
prevent drivers ' from abusing
the motors of the buses can be
installed by Hall-Scott at a cost
of $63.88 each was referred to
Manager Ward. " “It. is of no
material interest to us,” said M.

Evans' X
failed to stand up upon inves-
tigation, Of the three locations
to- which Evans apparently " re-|
ferred, two stores have already
been leased to large retail” or-
ganizations. and will .be. staffed
by large corps of clerks as soon
as alterations are‘completed, and
negotiations are nearing com-
pletion for odcupancy of the
third store by an old established
Torrance merchant who is forced,
to vacate his present location. '

In his complaint to the Coun-
cil, Evans charged that the
stores are in'violation of zoning'
laws, in that they °either are
warehouses, which are not per-
mitted in the business district,
or second hand stores which
should be forced to open their
doors under the control or op-
eration of a clerk or manager.

He said that' at least four lo-
cal merchants will be forced to
close their doors because of this
condition.

The City Council pondered the
matter for some time, and then
called on Chief of Police John
Stroh and Fire Chief John Mec-
Master to investigate the con-
ditions. Stroh replied with a
question as to how his office ‘is
involved, and the same remark
was made with respect to the
fire department,

Goodman Under
Arrest for
Cafe Burglary

Albert Lloyd “Tex" Goodman,
43, of 619 Arlington ave., is fac-
ing preliminary hearing in the
court of City Judge Otto B, Wil-
lett today accused. of burglariz-
ing the Union Cafe, 825 Border
ave, owned by Ira Cunningham.

Goodman is reported by Chief
of Police John Stroh to have
confessed to the burglary, in
which a case of beer and about
$100 in cash were taken. He
was arralgned in City Court on
Tuesday, expressing: his guilt at
that time, according to the
record, .

Also burglarized recently was
Harvel's Texaco station, during
the night of Jan, 8, and gaso-
line stamps were the extent of
loot,

~

NEW RADIO, SIREN
The police department has
been authorized to buy a $350

PTuesday night.

M, ), 'of Crown, in his
letter, Indicating that it should
be of interest to the city to get
maximum use: of the motors:
The bus. department was au- °

thorized by the" council  to ‘haul
a maximum ‘of 20' students- a
day. ‘to - Narbonne  high school
for '$1.50 ;a ‘day, ‘when ‘an a
merit ' was. executed: with the
Los. Angeles. city: schools, . This
is a cut of 50 cents per day.

City, Walteria
(O e T

Residents to .

Talk of Water

: Torrance City Council and the -
Walteria Civic Association will
hold a meeting soon to discuss
the situation with respect to wa-
ter in Walteria, it was decided

Walteria residents have peti-
tioned - for a survey of the ¢
Quandt system in Walteria area,
with the aim that the city buy
the system, but no favorable ac-
tion. is\ looming in this respect,
udging from action of the coun-
cil Tuesday.

The members of the couneil
paid tribute to the memory of
Roy K. Palmer, president of the
association, and Hugh-B. Dunn,
vice president, who died over
the -week-end, by passing reso-
lutions of condolence,

The civic association cancelled
its meeting last night out of re.
spect to the memory of the two
clvic workers,

Rezoning of Lots
On Cravens Ave.
For Stores Sought

Rezoning of several lots on
Cravens ave, to provide for ex-
pansion - of the overcrowded
Torrance commercial district, is
being asked by B. C. Buxton,
local realtor, on behalf of prop-
erty owners of the property in-
volved.

Sought for rezoning from mul-
tiple dwelling restrictions to re-
tail, commercial, are lots 1, 2, 3,
and 4, block 11, lots 1 to 8,
block 13, and ‘lots 1, 2 and 3,
block 14, on Cravens,

A hearing will be held before
the City Planning Commission
on Jan, 22, at 8 p. m, relative

its cars, by the City Council,

to the petition for rezoning.




